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 With increasing reading skills of children, the use of the audio pen decreases within 
the families. 

The surveyed children were between three and eight years old. At the time the pen was 
purchased, they were between three and five years old and were not yet able to read. With 
increasing age and reading literacy, the use of the pen by the children has decreased (to 
different degrees). According to the parents, a selective use of the pens for reading (or 
learning to read) has never happened and still doesn’t happen. 

 As digital audio pens do not have a screen and therefore are not considered as media, 
parents see no need to regulate the contact with it.  

Since in all interviewed families the digital audio pens are primarily perceived as an auditory 
extension of books or as a toy, there are no rules of use or access restrictions for the children. 
Parents’ perception and assessment of the pens is different compared to other, screen-based 
media devices which they – by trend – face more skeptically. 

 Digital audio pens can be a useful tool for specific literacy and language development. 

In the expert interviews the audio pens are seen as suitable for the reading and language 
development, especially for children who get less support from their parents (e.g. in families 
with a lower education or families in which German isn’t the first language). Therefore, 
curricular and extracurricular learning contexts can be seen as possible areas of application, 
in which the pens can be a useful supplement for accompanied reading and language 
development.  

The results of this exploratory study serve as an impulse for further projects in media 
education research and practice. Additional results from this project are available (in 
German) at www.hans-bredow-institut.de/de/forschung/digitale-audiostifte-rolle-nutzung-
familie. 
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